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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 
Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 

The Earth is the Lord’s and the full-
ness thereof, the world and all who live 
therein. Holy God, You founded it on 
the seas and established it on the 
waters. 

Creator of the Earth and skies, to 
whom all truth and power belong, we 
ascend our prayers to You. We are 
humbled to stand in Your presence. 

Redeem us that we would be given 
clean hands and pure hearts, trusting 
not in idols of our own making, nor 
swearing to gods who seek to deceive. 

Give us Your blessings, O Lord. 
Make things right, O God, our Sav-

ior. 
May ours be the generation that 

seeks You. Then may we find You in 
our work, in our living, and in our 
world. 

In Your sovereign name we pray. 
Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to section 
11(a) of House Resolution 188, the Jour-
nal of the last day’s proceedings is ap-
proved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. DAVIDSON) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. DAVIDSON led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to five requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ONE-YEAR AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE DEATH OF 
VANESSA GUILLEN 

(Ms. GARCIA of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. GARCIA of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the 1-year 
anniversary of Vanessa Guillen’s death. 

Vanessa was one of my constituents 
before she was transferred to the Fort 
Hood military base for her Army train-
ing. She was a rising star before her 
life was tragically cut short. 

As Members of Congress, and as a na-
tion, we have the moral obligation to 
honor Vanessa’s memory and enact 
change that will end violence in our 
military installations. Her story has 
captivated Americans of all back-
grounds. It brought much-needed at-
tention to sexual assault in the mili-
tary. It has led to changes being imple-
mented at Fort Hood and at military 
bases throughout the world. 

Madam Speaker, I will not rest until 
there is justice for Vanessa Guillen and 
her family. My thoughts and prayers 
are with them today. 

f 

CELEBRATING EARTH DAY WITH 
FERNDALE AREA ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to celebrate 
Earth Day and recognize Mrs. 
Sweeney’s sixth grade class at Fern-
dale Area Elementary School in 
Cambria County, Pennsylvania. 

In March, Mrs. Sweeney’s class wrote 
an article called ‘‘Stewards of the En-
vironment.’’ Her students were inspired 
to start the ‘‘Every Bottle Back’’ 
schoolwide recycling program. The 
class set a goal of recycling 1,000 bot-
tles, and, as of today, they have col-
lected 1,486 bottles. 

Mrs. Sweeney’s class decorated recep-
tacles and spread the word throughout 
the school. The students kept track of 
their progress with a tally sheet, and 
every 2 or 3 days educators took the 
plastics to the Roxbury or Geistown re-
cycling center. 

The actions of these sixth graders 
continue to inspire others in the com-
munity. In fact, these sixth graders 
have inspired the local high school to 
start a similar program. They have set 
a great example proving that the lit-
tlest of actions can make a big dif-
ference. 

Thank you, Ferndale Area Elemen-
tary School, for your hard work and 
dedication to recycling. 

Mr. Speaker, as we celebrate Earth 
Day, let us use Ferndale Area Elemen-
tary School as an inspiration to re-
duce, reuse, and recycle. 

f 

INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT 
FOR THE NEXT GENERATION 

(Ms. DEAN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. DEAN. Mr. Speaker, before com-
ing to Congress, I served as a Pennsyl-
vania State Representative. The legis-
lation I was most proud to be a part of 
was the bipartisan Act 89 infrastruc-
ture bill that helped fix some of Penn-
sylvania’s crumbling roads and bridges. 

Signed into law by Governor Corbett 
in 2013, Act 89 was a serious investment 
in our infrastructure, but it is not 
enough. Nationwide, we know that an 
out-of-date infrastructure system is 
costly, energy inefficient, and dan-
gerous. 
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